
DESCRIPTION:  Australia is home to over 90 species of bats, flying foxes are 
the largest flying mammals. Most bats are nocturnal, they emit echoes to 
detect and locate their prey in the dark. All flying-foxes are social animals that 
roost in large, noisy camps travelling up to 500km in a 48-hour period in search 
of food, including introduced fruits – pollinating flowering plants and 
dispersing seeds. 

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER 

What type of bat is it? or get a photo 

How big is it?  

Is it injured or possibly dead? 

Where is it? 

1. The same situation applies to flying foxes as to possums. If they are 
found in a tree or away from a colony during daylight hours, then we need 
to assume something is wrong.  

2. Flying fox hanging on powerlines often indicates electrification however 
infants can survive, report it to a local bat rescue group. Grey-headed flying 
fox rescue 

3. To get a microbat out of a house or ceiling space turn on all the house lights, open the doors and windows, 
Check all bats have existed before sealing any access to the roof. If they are unaware of the access point, a 
deterrent can be to leave a light on in the cavity for up to 48 hours.  

Does it have a band? 
<https://www.dcceew.gov.au/science-research/bird-bat-banding/get-involved/report-band-sightings 

Best Advice: 
1. Do NOT handle the bat or flying fox. 
2. Cover the animal with a towel to prevent further injury and to protect it from the sun. 
3. Contact an experienced rescuer for a bat or flying fox.  
4. For a flying fox on power lines advise the caller to contact the local power company to remove the bat. 
Do NOT try to remove it themselves. 

Has anyone been bitten or scratched by the bat? 
If you are bitten or scratched by a bat, seek medical advice about whether rabies vaccination is required.  
Diseases associated with Flying foxes and Bats are Australian bat lyssavirus and Hendra Virus  
Department Health and Human Services Communicable Disease Unit on 1300 651 160 
Rabies and Australian bat lyssavirus infection fact sheet 
Heat stress occurs in Flying-foxes when the body is unable to cool down, generally, this happens when the 
temperature exceeds 42° Ensure to contact local bat groups for multiple heat stressed bats, so they can action 
emergency response plans in conjunction with state authorities. 

  Containing an injured incapacitated bat if essential: 
➢ Do not touch the bat with bare hands 
➢ With gloves put the microbat into a pillowcase  
➢ Place the bat in a ventilated box with a lid  
➢ Transport the bat carefully to a vet or wait for a rescuer to arrive.  
➢ Note: Not all vets will treat Bats call them first. 
➢ Gently place a towel over the bat if trapped or in the direct sun. 

 

Flying fox hanging on powerline 

Flying fox caught in fruit netting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=be-nF640IAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=be-nF640IAw
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/science-research/bird-bat-banding/get-involved/report-band-sightings
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/infectious/factsheets/pages/rabies-australian-bat-lyssavirus-infection.aspx

