
DESCRIPTION: Australia contains more than 800 native bird species, with 
approximately 350 of these being endemic. Songbirds originated in Australia 
during prehistoric times and now constitute about half of the 10,000 bird species 
globally.

    QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER 
Can you ID the bird or describe it? Ask for a photo
Only experienced rescuers can handle raptors, 
Is it injured? 
Where is it?

Trapped inside, reflections, swooping birds, 

HATCHLING/NESTLING NATIVE BIRD 
How big is it? 
Does it have feathers? 

1. Determining a Chicks stage of development
2. Put back in nest/branch if possible or Construct an artificial nest 

FLEDGLING NATIVE BIRD 
Can you see the nest or the parents?
Can you see any tail feathers?

Fledging birds often run and hop on the ground or move among low branches 
and shrubs, building strength as they learn to fly. Most species rely on parental 
support for food and safety until they can survive independently.

INJURED NATIVE BIRD
Can the bird fly?
Can you or have you contained the bird?
Would you take it to the vet? 

Diseases in birds

Best Advice: 
1. An injured bird that has experienced trauma should be promptly contained to minimise stress.

2. Birds that can still fly are too challenging for rescuers to catch.

3. Do not feed the bird

4. Open mouth breathing indicates shock and stress Concussion and shock

    Containing an injured or orphaned bird: 
➢ An injured bird perceives you as a threat not a rescuer approach with caution 

➢ Place the bird on a towel in a ventilated cardboard box

➢ If the bird has little or no feathers provide a heat source in the box
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Fledgling magpie begging for food

Containing a bird

Nestling rainbow lorikeet
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