
DESCRIPTION:  Birds of prey, or raptors, are a hypercarnivores bird species that 
hunt and consume other vertebrates, mainly mammals, reptiles, and smaller birds. 
Along with speed and strength, they possess keen eyesight for spotting prey from 
afar and strong feet with sharp talons to grasp or kill their prey. The most frequent 
injury occurs when they are struck by a vehicle while consuming carrion on 
the road.

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER

ASK THE CALLER NOT TO APPROACH IT

Does it have sharp talons? ask for a photo 

Is it injured? 
Where is it?

Are you able to stay near the bird until a rescuer arrives?

UNINJURED RAPTOR
1. It is uncommon to encounter an uninjured adult raptor on the ground that remains 

stationary when approached.
2. Tawny frogmouths, often confused with raptors, are commonly seen on the 

ground during the day.
3. Young can get blown out of the nest.  
4. Fledgling birds may hop around until they can fly. See Birds other fledglings

Best Advice: 

Ask for a photo of the bird.
Young birds will need an experienced rescuer to assess.
Only experienced rescuers can handle a raptor.
INJURED RAPTOR
If a raptor is observed on the ground during daylight hours, it should be presumed 
that there may be a concern, requiring veterinary evaluation. 

Best Advice: 
Even if a bird appears to be incapacitated, it is advisable not to approach, as some birds may use this 
behaviour as a means of escape, which could result in injury.
Do NOT ask the caller to handle a raptor 
Contact an experienced rescuer

  Containing an injured raptor if essential:

➢ Place a cardboard box over the bird so the feathers don’t get damaged 

➢ Stay with the bird until an experienced carer can arrive

Wedgetail eagle

                           Barn owl

           Collared sparrow hawk


