DESCRIPTION: The term "seabird" refers to any bird species that spends
a substantial portion of its life in a marine environment, particularly foraging
and breeding at sea. This group includes species such as gulls, gannets,
cormorants, terns, albatrosses, petrels, and shearwaters.

Pelicans: Pelicans are distinctive birds known for using their large throat
pouch to scoop up fish. They breed year-round, gathering in large colonies
on remote beaches and islands.

Swans: The black swan can be found wherever wetlands exist, from river
estuaries, bays, and large lakes to flooded pastures and water meadows.
Shearwaters: Each spring, short-tailed shearwaters (mutton birds) migrate
from the Northern Hemisphere to breed on islands along Australia's east
coast.

Why are dead and dying seabirds washing up on our beaches in
their hundreds? | University of Tasmania

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER

Is it injured? Or entangled?
Where is it? Is it in the water?
UNINJURED SEABIRD PELICAN SWAN

1. Pelicans and swans found in paddocks or busy roads need to be
assessed for electrification.

2. Seabirds found on the beach appear uninjured may still require
veterinary assessment for exhaustion.

INJURED, SEABIRD PELICAN SWAN

1. Shearwaters are often found dead or dying on southern beaches from
mid-October to November.

2. Paralysis can occur in swans and pelicans because of botulism, broken
bones or electrification.

3. Fishing line or hook entanglement around legs or beaks is common
among seabirds and requires rescue, as it can prevent the bird from
eating or standing.

Deceased shearwater on the beach

Best Advice:

1. If a caller finds a bird with a metal ring on its leg, the band number should be reported to the Australian Bird
and Bat Banding Scheme. Bird and bat banding - DCCEEW

2. Seabirds and waterbirds often become severely fatigued after storms, however a bird that remains sitting
for prolonged periods will need veterinary assessment.

3. If a bird is entangled in the water or is still able to fly, making it difficult for a rescuer to capture, it’s important
to report its location to a NAG (Native Animal Group). They have the appropriate equipment and expertise
to capture and monitor birds in the local area.

| Only contain an injured, or entangled seabird if absolutely necessary. |

> To capture a bird on land, secure the beak first, then hold the wings against the body to prevent flapping.
> Do not tape a bird’s beak shut when containing it for rescue, these birds breathe through their beaks.

> In cases of fishing hook ingestion, instruct callers not to cut the fishing line, this helps rescuers locate
and assess the injury properly.

> Place a small seabird into a ventilated cardboard box and transport to the veterinarian._
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