
DESCRIPTION: Domestic and farm animals include dogs, 

cats, pet birds, poultry, cows, sheep, goats and horses.  

                           QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER:  
Is the animal injured in anyway?  

Where is it located? 

DOMESTIC ANIMAL (UNINJURED) 

• These animals could be displaced or abandoned and 
require assistance 

FARM ANIMAL (INJURED) 

• It is not uncommon for farm animals to escape fencing 

     Best Advice 
• If you find a domestic pet, try to safely contain the animal and bring it to the nearest veterinarian, where it can 

be scanned for a microchip and the owner's information can be checked in the database. 

• If you find a lost domestic animal, report its location to the RSPCA or council ranger. 
• Most metro areas offer overnight kennels where animals can be kept safely after hours and checked for a 

microchip. 

• If an animal is obstructing traffic on the road, contact police assistance at 131444. 

• Escaped livestock, such as cows, sheep, goats, horses, or poultry, typically graze near their home; notify the 
nearest farmer or contact the RSPCA. 

 INJURED ANIMAL 

Can you contain the animal and transport it to a vet? 

Are you able to identify the property from which a farm animal has escaped? 

Best Advice 

1. Do NOT try to contain a large, injured animal 

2. Cover the animal to reduce stress 

3. Take the animal for veterinary assessment 

4. Try to locate the owner 

5. Call the Police, RSPCA or the council ranger 

 

Containing an injured animal:  
➢ Using a towel or gloves pick up the animal.  
➢ Place in an escape proof sturdy cardboard box with air holes or even a cloth shopping bag.  
➢ Park so traffic can bypass large animals to help prevent further injury 


