
DESCRIPTION: Echidnas are monotremes, most often seen during early 
morning and in the late afternoon, as they tend to avoid temperature 
extremes. They are great escape artists, they are also able to climb and 
swim well. 


                            QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER:  
Is the echidna injured in anyway?  
Where is it located? 

ECHIDNA (UNINJURED) 
If you see an echidna and it is NOT injured, please leave it alone and DO 
NOT approach it and do not attempt to contain it. 


Is their bushland nearby? 
    The echidna does not defend a territory but will instead wander over its large home range.

Are you able to lock up your pets until the echidna moves away? 
     Echidnas are not toxic or poisonous to pets as is sometimes reported.

     Best Advice 

1. If you find an echidna in your yard, you should leave it alone and allow it to move on. Echidnas are 
secretive animals that will only move when they feel safe. 


2. Echidnas often wander through backyards in search of ants and water.


3. If the echidna is in a heavily populated-area, consider relocation to a suitable area nearby. 


4. In most circumstances you do not need to call a rescuer. Never relocate any healthy echidna as it risks 
them losing their scent trail or leaving young unattended in the burrow.


ECHIDNA (INJURED): 
Has the echidna any blood bubbles coming from its nose? 

It is normal for clear bubbles to come from the nose. If there is a nose injury or blood in the bubbles, it 
should be checked by a vet. 


Is it having any difficulty moving? 
Echidnas typically walk with a side-to-side motion, but limping, dragging a leg, or having multiple broken 
quills can indicate severe internal injury.


Does it have a deformity, parasites, or showing any signs of distress like panting?  
Echidnas are commonly host to a white tick, but excessive bush ticks require vet assessment.

It is normal to have a few broken quills. Echidnas also suffer from heat exhaustion in extreme heat they 
usually bury themselves in the cool earth.


Can you contain the echidna and transport it to a vet? 
Best Advice 

1. Cover the animal to reduce stress

2. Take the animal for veterinary assessment

3. Or call a rescuer


Containing an injured echidna:  
➢ Pick up the echidna with gloves and a towel. Do NOT use a shovel.  

➢ Place in an escape proof sturdy cardboard box or a plastic container with air holes. Line the container with 
a soft cloth. This will keep the echidna comfortable and prevent it from sliding around. Avoid plastic slats, 
the echidna may injure itself by forcing its beak through the holes. DO NOT HEAT INSTEAD KEEP THE 
ANIMAL COOL 

Young echidna with few spikes


