
FROGS: There are 240 species are the only of amphibians all frogs in Australia. Frog 

eggs are mainly laid in water and their larval stage as tadpoles have developed tails 

and internal gills adapted to life underwater.  

Note: With a licence some species of frogs can be kept as pets and do often escape.  

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER:  

Is the frog injured or trapped?   

FROG (UNINJURED)  
If you see a frog outside and it is NOT injured, please leave it alone.  

Where did it come from?  
Frogs are occasionally discovered in purchased fruit. It is possible that the frog has 

travelled a considerable distance from its natural habitat. The frog should be evaluated 

by a veterinarian and subsequently cared for by a wildlife carer. 

Is it trapped in the house? Can you see it? 

     Best Advice 

1. If the frog is on a busy road, move it off the road.  

2. If you can't see the frog in the house but can hear it, attract it by placing damp 

paper towels in dark, accessible areas like an open closet. Check them 

periodically, as frogs prefer hidden, moist places. 

3. If there is a frog in the backyard along with dogs or cats, consider relocating 
it to a garden or protected area in the front yard.  

4. In most circumstances you do not need to call a rescuer. Rescue groups will not 

relocate a healthy frog.  

FROG (INJURED):  

Any types of bites can cause crush injuries and infections in frogs.  

Frogs may absorb toxins that cause illness and patchy, burnt-looking skin.  
Frequently crossing roads during rainfall, which increases their 

risk of being struck by vehicles. 

Can you contain the frog and transport it to a vet? If not, 

where is it now, can you cover or contain it? 

Best Advice  

1. Contain the frog and cover the ventilated container. 

2. Take the frog for veterinary assessment. 

3. Or call a rescuer    
NATIVE FROG OR CANE TOAD?      
Cane Toads are hard to distinguish from native species. Unlike many frogs, they sit upright and prefer 
crawling or walking instead of leaping. Its toxic skin can kill many animals if ingested, both wild and 
domesticated, and cane toads are particularly dangerous to dogs. The cane toad (Bufo marinus) - fact sheet - 
DCCEEW 

Containing an injured frog: 

Caution: Frogs may urinate as a defence mechanism to escape  

➢ Ensure hands are free from all toxins and wet before attempting to handle a frog. 

➢ You can wear gloves or a soft net to capture a frog. Do not pick them up by the legs or tail. 

➢ Cup the frog in your hands and place in an escape proof ventilated container.  

➢ Pour a small amount of water over the frog. 

 

Green Tree Frog 

Blue mountains tree frog 

                  Corroboree frog 

Green and golden bell frog 

Cane toad 

https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/invasive-species/publications/factsheet-cane-toad-bufo-marinus
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/invasive-species/publications/factsheet-cane-toad-bufo-marinus

