
DESCRIPTION: There are 45 species of kangaroos and wallabies, which 
are marsupials classified within a small group of animals known as 
macropods. This group includes wallaroos, pademelons, bettongs, and 
potoroos. These animals are native to Australia and Papua New Guinea. The 
term macropod refers to "big foot." Kangaroos and wallabies are generally 
most active during the night, dusk, and dawn. The majority of reported 
macropod injuries or fatalities are due to vehicle collisions.

    QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER 

Is it injured or dead? 
Where is it? Is it on the road? 
Make sure both caller and animal are safely off the road, especially at night. 
Is it a female: Can you see a joey? Would you check its pouch?

UNINJURED MACROPOD
1. Macropods often sunbathe in both suburban and rural areas; if one 
remains for over 24 hours, contact a rescuer for assessment.

2. Macropods frequently access fenced areas and are often able to leave 
on their own. 

INJURED, OR OPHANED MACROPOD 
1. If a dead macropod is found check the pouch for young
2. If the joey has little or no fur it needs to be kept warm and requires a vet or rescuer ASAP
3. Determine the exact location of the kangaroo or identify a landmark nearby. 
4. Ensure pets and children are kept indoors to avoid any potential conflicts with the animal. 

Best Advice: 
1. Trapped animals will need an experienced rescuer if sedation is required. 
2. Chasing an injured adult macropod, could cause capture myopathy this leads to death. 
3. Rescuers need to obtain the owner’s permission before entering private property.
4. Adult macropods on the road are a traffic hazard. The caller should contact police assistance on 131 444. 
5. An injured adult macropod hit by a vehicle or caught on a fence is most likely going to need euthanasia. 

      Containing an injured or orphaned joey: 

➢ Do not try to contain an adult kangaroo

➢ Do not remove joeys attached to mum’s teat

➢ Gently place the joey headfirst into a cloth bag ,If the joey is mobile tie the bag to reduce escape

➢ Transport the animal to a vet or wait for a rescuer to arrive

Eastern grey kangaroo

Swamp Wallaby


