
DESCRIPTION:. Australia's marine environment is highly diverse, with 
about 80% of its marine species found nowhere else. Its waters span 
temperate and tropical regions, making it among the world's most biodiverse 
marine ecosystems.

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER:  

Is the mammal injured or entangled?
What is it behaviour or injury?  
Where is it? 
What colour and how big is it?
Does it have a tag on it?

UNINJURED / MARINE MAMMAL 
If you see a marine animal on the land and it is NOT injured, please leave 
it alone. Eg (Seals, sealions, penguins) All animals need rest to survive.

     Best Advice:
1. If the animal is” hauled out” It may be resting. Stay away from it and keep 

pets away.

2. Give the caller the relevant state governing authorities contact details for 
sightings.

3. Please refrain from using torches or camera flashes, as these may cause 
disturbance.

INJURED MARINE MAMMAL   
Identify the species of the animal and assess any injuries, maintaining an 
appropriate distance. Marine mammals can behave unpredictably and may 
react defensively or attempt to escape if they perceive a threat

Best Advice: 
1. Do not enter the water to try to assist an entangled animal
2. Pinpoint the exact location, even in water.
3. Take photos so the rescue group knows what equipment they may require. 
4. Stay with the animal monitor its location if you can until help arrives. 
5. Provide the caller with the state authority’s contact information.

Do NOT approach an injured Marine mammal:
➢ Marine mammals (whales, dolphins, dugongs, seals, sea lions) and marine reptiles (turtles, sea 

snakes) are protected by the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2020. The National Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS), within the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water, 
oversees their welfare and assists with sick or injured animals  

➢ Contact the relevant state authorities. 
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