
DESCRIPTION: Six of the world's seven marine turtle species are found 
in Australian waters. They have a hard carapace, four strong flippers, and 
breathe air with lungs. Marine turtles travel long distances between 
feeding and nesting areas. All species face major survival threats, with 
some now endangered.

QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER:  

Is the sea turtle injured or tangled?  
Where is it? 
How big is it?
Does it have spray paint on it?

UNINJURED / NESTING SEA TURTLE 
If you see a sea turtle on the beach and it is NOT injured, please leave 
it alone. 

     Best Advice:
1. If the sea turtle is” beached” in swallow water, on the next tide it will 

go back in the water. It may be resting.

2. If it is nesting the caller should stay 20m from it and keep pets away.

3. Give the caller the relevant state governing authorities contact details 
for sightings.

4. Please refrain from using torches or camera flashes, as these may 
cause disturbance.

INJURED SEA TURTLE   
1. Identify the injury
2. Extreme care needs to be taken, as the beak & flippers can cause 

injury and damage to the turtle 
3. Pinpoint the turtle’s location, even in water.

Best Advice: 
1. Only if it is safe to do so, and the turtle may wash out to sea, try to get 

it on land.
2. Provide the caller with the state authority’s contact information.
3. Stay with the turtle if you can until help arrives

DO NOT Contain an injured sea turtle:

➢ Sea turtles are protected by Australian Government's Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act

➢ Call the relevant authorities for the state.

Green sea turtle

                              Hawksbill turtle

               Loggerhead turtle - Endangered


