
DESCRIPTION: Wombats are herbivorous marsupials with three species. They mark 
territories with scent and unique square droppings. Their tough rear hide is primarily 
cartilage for defence. Wombats live in burrows and can weigh up to 36 kilograms. 

      QUESTIONS TO ASK A CALLER 

Is it injured, or have mange? 

Where did you find it? How long has it been there? 

Is the animal moving around at all?  
 
INJURED OR OPHANED WOMBAT  

1. If you see a wombat during the daytime, this is not normal behaviour.  
2. If the wombat has little or no fur it needs to be kept warm and a vet or rescuer ASAP 
3. If a dead wombat is found check the pouch for young 
4. Ensure pets are kept indoors to avoid any potential conflicts with the wombat.  
Can you contain the wombat joey for a rescuer to come out? 
 

Containing an injured or orphaned wombat joey:  
➢ Do not try to contain an adult wombat.  
➢ Gently place the wombat joey into a cloth bag  
➢ Place the bag and wombat into ventilated box with a lid. Unless it is unfurred then keep it warm  
➢ Transport the wombat carefully to a vet or wait for a rescuer to arrive.  

WOMBAT WITH MANGE 
Sarcoptic mange is caused by tiny parasitic mites that burrow into the skin of 
wombats, the affected wombats experience an inflammatory immune response, 
similar to a severe allergic reaction. This condition leads to skin thickening, hair 
loss, the crusted areas cause splits in the skin and temporary blindness. 
Sarcoptic mange is affecting 90 percent of the wombat population.  
Best Advice:  
Advise the caller there are many treatment programs operating and call a local 
wildlife group to report this wombat or arrange rescuer to assess it. 

WOMBAT (NUISANCE)  
1. Rescuers will not remove a wombat from a property. 
2. It is against the law to relocate an animal off your property in all states. 
3. Offer advice on deterrents like blood and bone in their burrow in yard 

 

 

            Wombat with mange 

                   Common wombat 

         Hairy nose wombat 


